Mothers of teens killed in crashes warn Killingly students
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Killingly, Conn. — 

Students at Killingly High School were given an emotional wake-up call at an assembly Tuesday on teen driving safety.

The presentation by Mourning Parents Act, or !MPACT, included testimonials from two mothers who have lost children to motor vehicle accidents.

“A lot of people were crying,” said student Rachel Houle, 16. “It really got to me. It makes me see, 
‘What if this happens to me?’ ”

The assembly came during National Teen Driving Safety Week, which is Oct. 18 to 24.
!MPACT is a nonprofit organization based in Connecticut and founded by three mothers who lost children in separate car crashes in an 11-day period in December 2002. 

Sherry Chapman detailed how her life has changed since her son, Ryan Ramirez, 19, died in a December 2002 car crash in Hebron.

Chapman, of Hartford, paced across the auditorium stage, glancing frequently at the photograph of her son at the side of the stage and taking breaks to regain composure as she told her story. 
Her story took students from the phone call informing her of the accident to planning her son’s funeral to how much she misses Ramirez today.

Donna Apruzzese, of Wolcott, told students of the “hole in her heart, which will never heal” after her children, Anthony, 17, and Jessica, 14, were killed in an October 2007 crash that also killed another teenager.

“Please make good decisions and drive safely, because you will be sadly missed,” Apruzzese told the students.

Houle said she would like to see more programs like !MPACT’s in the school. The school holds a mock accident each spring before prom and graduation season, but teacher Bonnie Beland said she organized the presentation to address the dangerous issue sooner in the school year.

Beland said the presentation is also part of a new “advisory intervention” program at the school that features four presentations to students during the year on various topics of concern.  

Beland said students will discuss their reactions to the assembly in small groups on Thursday.
Student Josh Fortin described the testimonies as “very moving” and said other students said they wanted to text their mothers and tell them they love them.

“Seeing these families and what they’ve had to go through, its definitely a big eye-opener,” Fortin said. “I’m hoping a lot of kids see drinking and driving is not a joke.”

